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‘ ONE OF MY BIGGEST 
DREAMS WAS TO PURSUE 
POSTGRAD STUDIES. 
GAINING A SCHOLARSHIP 
ENABLED ME TO MOVE  
TO LONDON AND ENROL 
ON MA CONTEMPORARY 
ART PRACTICE.
  IT HAS MADE ME REALISE 
NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE.’

Asimakis Alexiou, Performance MA 
2020, Leverhulme Arts Scholarship

The Royal College of Art  
is an extraordinary 
institution, an inspirational 
factory of ideas for art  
and innovation that has 
nurtured some of the 
greatest creative talents  
of the last two centuries. 

The RCA is the voice of authority  
for art and design internationally. 
Founded during the first Industrial 
Revolution, the RCA represents a 
unique balance of tradition and 
future-facing innovation, of history 
and contemporaneity. With more 
than 20,000 RCA alumni all over 
the world, our graduates form a 
unique international network of 
artists, designers, creators and 
innovators who have innovated, 
challenged and inspired, and 
continue to do so. 

Ten years after joining as  
Vice-Chancellor, it’s impossible  
to ignore how different the Higher 
Education landscape is today. 
Financial pressures faced by our 
students have grown significantly; 
currently 36% of students who are 
offered a place at the RCA are 
forced to decline, citing lack of 
financial support. Action must be 
taken to ensure our world-leading 
education is accessible to talented 
students from all backgrounds as 
we realise our ambitions to 
become a STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and 
Mathematics)-focused university. 

There has never been a more vital 
time in the RCA’s history to ask  
you to leave us a gift in your Will. 
Pledges to our GenerationRCA 
Fund will provide an antidote to the 
harsh financial barriers faced by 
the brightest minds of the future 
who would find themselves unable 
to study at the College without  
your support. It is our mission to 
build the GenerationRCA Fund to 
support the most talented  
and innovative students for 
generations to come.

I would like to ask you to consider 
leaving a charitable gift in your Will 
towards the GenerationRCA Fund. 
It will cost you nothing in your 
lifetime and have a significant 
impact on the future lives of many 
talented artists and designers. 

Thank you for your support, 

Dr Paul Thompson 
Vice-Chancellor 

WELCOME FROM THE  
VICE-CHANCELLOR 



At present, approximately  
160 students are forced  
to withdraw permanently  
from the RCA for financial 
reasons every year.

For the RCA to realise and unlock 
the full potential of its strategic  
plan to become a STEAM-focused 
university, it must recruit the 
innovators of tomorrow, not just 
those who can afford to attend. 

To achieve this the College  
has established the 
GenerationRCA Fund. 

It will provide essential full-fee 
scholarships to the very best 
students with the capacity to 
research, innovate and work at  
the very top levels in their fields. 

Following unprecedented 
infrastructure funding of  
£54 million from the UK 
Government towards the RCA’s 
Battersea campus expansion,  
the College must now prioritise  
the creation of an endowment  
fund to facilitate pathways for 
students to access the College’s 
world-class education.

Unrestricted gifts left in your Will  
to the GenerationRCA Fund will 
create a meaningful legacy, in 
perpetuity, enabling numerous 
gifted students, regardless of  
their financial background, to 
study at the Royal College of Art.

GENERATIONRCA  
FUND

‘ THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF  
ART IS UNIQUE IN THE WORLD: 
A SPECIALIST POSTGRADUATE 
ART AND DESIGN UNIVERSITY 
WITH GLOBAL INFLUENCE –  
A POWERFUL COMBINATION 
OF CREATIVITY AND 
INNOVATION.’

Sir Jony Ive KBE, RCA Chancellor 



As the RCA pushes the  
boundaries of art and  
design it is vital that all  
voices are represented. 

Leaving a gift in your Will  
to the GenerationRCA  
Fund will provide vital 
financial support, creating 
pathways for those most  
in need to study towards 
extraordinary professional 
potentials.

Here, our students and 
alumni describe in their  
own words how important 
financial support has  
been to them: 

THE IMPORTANCE OF LEAVING  
A GIFT IN YOUR WILL

‘ I WON A TRAVEL 
SCHOLARSHIP, WHICH 
WAS FANTASTIC. IT  
GAVE ME AS MUCH PAINT 
AND CANVAS AS I NEEDED. 
WHAT I GOT FROM BEING 
THERE IS MY LIFE. I’M A 
PAINTER, AND I LEARNED 
TO PAINT AT THE RCA,  
IT’S FANTASTIC.’

RCA Alumna Tracy Emin, Fine Art MA,  
1989, recipient of the Ritblat Family  
Travel Scholarship



‘  THE INTERNATIONAL TUITION  
WAS A TREMENDOUS BURDEN AND 
HAVING THAT LIFTED WITH THE 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT PROVIDED 
WAS INCREDIBLE. IT REMOVED 
MAJOR STRESS THAT WOULD  
HAVE BLOCKED CREATIVE ENERGY 
AND VISION. THE SCHOLARSHIP 
WAS AN ENORMOUS BOOST  
IN CONFIDENCE. ’

RCA Alumnus Jesse Cahn-Thompson,  
Information Experience Design MA,  
2019, recipient of the Pokémon  
Scholarship

As Director of Development  
& Alumni Relations at the  
RCA I have witnessed the  
vital impact legacy gifts play  
in providing those most in 
need with access to the  
RCA’s world-class education. 

Since joining in 2017, I’ve been 
humbled by the motivations  
behind the legacy gifts we receive, 
many of which are left by our alumni, 
academic staff, supporters and 
close friends. 

The GenerationRCA Fund will play 
a fundamental role in maintaining 
the diversity of the RCA’s talent 
pipeline and stand as a vital 
resource that will underpin  
student access to our education  
as the College moves into its  
next chapter. 

If you are considering leaving  
a gift to the RCA in your Will,  
I ask that you direct it towards  
the Fund which will support  
countless brilliant students,  
from all backgrounds, for 
generations to come. 

I understand that deciding to  
leave a gift in your Will is an 
extremely personal decision,  
and the RCA is dedicated to 
represent your wishes. When you 
choose to leave the RCA a legacy 
gift the College promises to:

•  treat you and your family with 
courtesy, respect and honesty;

•  respect any changes you decide 
to make after pledging a gift in 
your Will;

•  use your gift wisely and  
cost-efficiently so that it has the 
greatest possible impact; and 

•  handle any data you choose  
to provide, securely and 
confidentially*.

My team would welcome the 
opportunity to meet with you in 
person. If you would like to arrange 
a meeting, please get in touch 
using the form or contact details  
at the back of this brochure. 

Thank you,

Helen Protheroe  
Director of Development  
& Alumni Relations

*Our Privacy Policy can be found at  
rca.ac.uk/contact-us/about-this-website/
privacy-cookies/‘ 

OUR PROMISE TO YOU



In 2019 we held our first 
Legacy Circle Afternoon  
Tea for those who have let  
us know they would like  
to support us in their Will,  
along with the friends,  
family and executors of 
those who have already 
given in this way. 

Our Legacy Circle events  
provide a wonderful way  
to hear about how your gift  
will make a difference as  
well as an opportunity  
for you to keep in touch  
with the College and its 
vision for the future. 

RCA LEGACY CIRCLE 

Legacy Pledgers, Mike and 
Caroline Howes tell us why 
they have decided to include 
the College in their Will

While evaluating RCA’s Ceramics 
& Glass as a potential recipient of  
a legacy from our Wills, we sought 
four explicit qualities: exemplary 
teaching/learning environment  
for tomorrow’s designer-makers; 
extensive collaboration with all  

the creative industries to prepare 
students for the realities of the 
market place; a global reach for  
all its enterprises to reinforce 
Britain’s cultural brand identity; 
and sufficient insight into  
the college’s philosophy and 
methodology to monitor our 
continuing commitment.  
In each regard we found that  
RCA measures up well.

WHY I’M SUPPORTING  
THE RCA IN MY WILL



There are a number of  
ways to make a gift to  
the RCA in your Will. 

We recommend that you  
consult a solicitor when writing  
or amending your Will to ensure 
that it reflects your intentions  
and that it is legally valid. 

The most common ways our 
supporters leave a gift to the 
College are:  

– A share of your estate 
  Once you have taken care of  

your loved ones, you can leave  
all or part of the value of your 
estate to the RCA. This is called  
a residuary gift. 

– A gift of money in your Will 
  You can choose to leave a 

specific amount of money in 
your Will. To ensure that it keeps 
its value over the years, you can 
ask your solicitor to include an 
instruction that it is index-linked. 
This is called a pecuniary gift. 

– A specific gift in your Will 
  You can choose to leave a 

specific item, such as a painting, 
or even a property, when making 
a Will. This is called a specific gift.

– A gift when a trust ends 
  You may want to set up a trust in 

your Will so that someone can 
enjoy the benefit of some money 
or property during their lifetime. 
Afterwards, the remaining 
money or property would then 
come to the College. This is 
called a reversionary gift.

HOW TO LEAVE A GIFT  
IN YOUR WILL

Amending your existing Will
If you’ve already made a Will,  
but would like to leave a gift to  
the RCA, you can write a codicil  
to be kept alongside your Will. 

‘I [full name] of [full address] declare 
this to be a (first/second) codicil to  
my Will dated xx xx xxxx. In addition  
to any legacies given in my said Will,  
I give, devise and bequeath to the  
Royal College of Art of Kensington Gore, 
London, SW7 2EU [the whole (or xxx% 
share) of my residuary estate] or [the 
sum of £xxx (xxx pounds)] absolutely 
for its general charitable purposes to 
further its mission/GenerationRCA 
Fund. My Trustees shall have no further 
duties relating to this benefit if they 
obtain the written receipt from the 
appropriate officer of the Royal College 
of Art. In all other respects I confirm my 
said Will and any other codicils thereto.’

Suggested wording for  
your solicitor:
‘I give [(the sum of £___________) 
or (___% residue of my estate)] to the 
Royal College of Art (exempt charity 
and a body incorporated by Royal 
Charter Number RC000456) (the 
College), based at the Royal College  
of Art, Kensington Gore, London,  
SW7 2EU, absolutely for its general 
charitable purposes to further its 
mission/GenerationRCA Fund. My 
Trustees shall have no further duties 
relating to this benefit if they obtain the 
written receipt for the appropriate 
officer at the Royal College of Art.’

Q: Can leaving money to the 
RCA in my Will help reduce my 
Inheritance Tax liability?
 If you leave something to charity  
in your Will, it won’t count towards 
the total taxable value of your 
estate. At the time of printing,  
the Inheritance Tax threshold is 
£325,000, so if your estate is 
valued over this amount, your 
recipients must pay 40% Tax  
on the difference. 

This means that by planning 
ahead, you can make a gift in  
your Will to the RCA to make  
your Will more tax efficient.  

Also, you can cut the Inheritance 
Tax rate on the rest of your estate 
from 40% to 36%, if you leave at 
least 10% of your ‘net estate’ to  
a charity.

This information is provided to 
inform, please ask your lawyer, 
accountant, solicitor or financial 
adviser for a comprehensive 
overview on giving and tax. 

Q: Is the RCA a Charity?
The RCA is an exempt charity 
under the terms of the Charities 
Act 2011. The RCA is a body 
incorporated by Royal Charter 
Number RC000456. Registered 
address, The Royal College of Art, 
Kensington Gore, South 
Kensington, London, SW7 2EU

Q: Can I leave a gift to a specific 
strand of the RCA’s work?
Yes, while we urge you to  
consider leaving a gift to the 
GenerationRCA Fund, we are  
very happy to discuss gifts for a 
specific use, for example setting 
up a scholarship for a specific 
programme. Please get in touch 
with us if you are considering 
leaving a gift to a specific 
academic School or Programme 
so that we can ensure your gift is 
protected in the future. 

FREQUENTLY  
ASKED QUESTIONS



Legacy Pledger, David Birch 
tells us why he has decided to 
include the College in his Will.

As an alumnus, graduating from 
the School of Ceramics in the 70s, 
I was fortunate in receiving a 
government grant. Studying at  
the College opened many doors 
for me later in life. 

I therefore feel it incumbent  
upon those of us who are able  
to contribute today, in whichever 
way possible, to help the next 
generation of talented students to 
have the opportunity and privilege 
to attend the world’s number one 
art school – the RCA! 

RCA Alumnus David Birch, 
Ceramics & Glass MA, 1976, 
Founding Director of The 
London Pottery Co Ltd

WHY I’M SUPPORTING  
THE RCA IN MY WILL

Thank you for taking the time  
to consider making a gift to the 
Royal College of Art in your Will. 

It is a momentous time for the 
RCA as it realises its strategic 
vision. Your support will enable 
the College to secure its future  
by ensuring talented students  
do not miss their opportunity to 
benefit from an RCA education. 
The loyalty and generosity of 
alumni and friends to date has 
enabled us to press forward  
with the GenerationRCA Fund 
and will help countless students 
in perpetuity. 

If you would like to pledge a gift  
in your Will to the RCA or would 
like to find out more information 
about doing so, please detach 
and return the contact form 
overleaf or get in touch using  
the contact details provided. 

The RCA and its students 
are immensely grateful  
for every gift received – 
thank you. 

#generationrca

 

THANK YOU

Page 3  Dr Paul Thompson, Vice-Chancellor

Page 4  RCA Alumna Jelka Kretzschmar, 
Information Experience Design 2016,  
Pick up the pieces

Page 6  RCA Alumna Tracy Emin, Fine Art 
MA, 1989

Page 8  Group of RCA students

Page 9  RCA Alumnus Jesse Cahn-
Thompson, Information Experience 
Design MA, 2019

Page 11  Legacy Circle Afternoon Tea 2019

Page 12  Helen Protheroe, Director of 
Development & Alumni Relations

Opposite  RCA Alumnus David Birch, 
Ceramics & Glass, 1976D
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‘ THANK YOU FOR BELIEVING IN 
THE POWER OF INNOVATION AND 
FOR SUPPORTING ARTISTS AND 
DESIGNERS LIKE ME WHO HAVE 
THE DRIVE AND COMMITMENT TO 
CHANGE OUR SOCIETY FOR THE 
BETTER, AND WHO ARE FACING 
FINANCIAL CHALLENGES TO 
CONTINUE THEIR WORK.’

Aurelie Fontan, Fashion MA 2020,  
recipient of the Roger Walls Binns Bursary.  
A bursary given through a legacy gift.



‘  BEING AWARDED A 
SCHOLARSHIP FROM THE 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF ART 
ENABLED ME TO TRAVEL TO 
SPAIN AND GAVE ME THE 
CONFIDENCE TO BE AN 
ARTIST IN MY OWN RIGHT.’

RCA Alumnus Anthony Whishaw, Painting MA, 
1955, recipient of Royal College of Art Drawing 
Prize and RCA Travelling Scholarship 

Letting us know about your intentions allows us  
to plan for the future with confidence and means  
that we can keep you involved with important 
developments and events. 

Title

First Name

Surname

Address

Email

Telephone

Mobile

 

THE GIFT OF A GENERATION

All enquiries are treated in  
the strictest confidence

   I would like to discuss leaving  
a gift in my Will with the Royal 
College of Art Legacy Team 

   I intend to leave a gift in my Will 
to the Royal College of Art 

I have left or would like to leave 

   A gift of money in my Will 

   A percentage of my estate

Signature   

Date

 
We would be pleased to keep 
you updated on the impact 
your gift will make, alongside 
College news and invitations to 
events we think you would like 
to attend. Please let us know: 

   I would like to join the  
Legacy Circle 

   I would like to be recognised  
as a Legacy Donor in all RCA 
literature and online 

   I wish for my gift to be 
anonymous 

I am happy for my data to be 
managed as stated in the Royal 
College of Art’s privacy policy and 
I am happy to be contacted by 

   telephone        email        post 

You can also update your contact 
preferences by emailing 
development@rca.ac.uk



Thank you! 

Please return this form to: 
Shaun Fradd 
Legacies, Development &  
Alumni Relations  
Royal College of Art 
Kensington Gore  
London  SW7 2EU 

or contact the Development & 
Alumni Relations Department  
on +44 (0) 20 7590 4188 or 
development@rca.ac.uk with  
any enquiries. 

The RCA is an exempt charity and a  
body incorporated by Royal Charter 
Number RC000456. Registered address,  
The Royal College of Art, Kensington Gore,  
South Kensington, London SW7 2EU

YOUR STORY

We would love to hear about your reasons for leaving a gift in 
your Will to the Royal College of Art. 


